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The Rotherwick News 

January/February 2025 Volume 37 Edition 1 

“You can’t blame a dog for trying but not quite the applicant 
I was looking for.” 
See P15 For details 

 

… Stop Press …  
Dog Applies for Vacancy  

at the Village Hall 
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Get Gardening 
 
 
Well, it’s another new year already!  One of my Christmas presents 
was a book on composting, ‘Composting Made Easy’, which didn’t ex-
actly make me jump for joy! I’ve yet to read it all but 
it seems there is a lot more to it than I imagined 
AND a lot of hard work. I’ve never been keen to 
turn our compost heap (and I’m not the only one in 
our household who isn’t) instead things just get 
tossed on and left so the ‘no-turn composting’ sec-
tion has my attention. There is apparently a day in 
the year called  ‘Composting aware day’ which is 
on 29th May 2025. Why it’s in May I don’t know but 
I might find out when I’ve finished reading. 
 

I was fascinated by an article I read recently about 
holly trees in The Times (www.the times.com). I thought holly bushes 
and trees had either smooth edged or spiky leaves, I didn’t realise that 
the holly is really rather clever and can have both on the same tree. 
This variation of leaf-form is called ‘Heterophilly’. Those within reach of 
rabbits, deer etc. are at the lower part of the tree and sometimes only 
on the outside of the tree are spiky whilst those nearer the trunk or fur-

ther up and out of the reach of grazing animals are 
smooth edged. The spikes prevent the leaves being 
eaten but take a lot of the tree’s energy to produce 
so the holly doesn't produce spiky leaves where 
they are not needed. However, if the tree’s smooth 

leaves are found to be eaten by taller animals 
they will soon produce new spiky leaves further 
up the tree. I took out the binoculars and had a 

look at our holly tree to see if it was true! The trees 
for life website mentions that ‘the spines on the dis-
tinctively-shaped holly leaves can act as miniature 
lightening conductors, thereby protecting the tree 
and other nearby objects’ which is why they were 

often planted next to houses. There are many myths surrounding the 
holly but it seems this is one myth that is true! 
 
Happy New Year 
 
Catherine 
 

Leaves from the same tree 



 

Page 3 

From the Rotherwick News team. 

 
To All my valued customers, 
 
The festive period was extremely busy for a number of rea-
sons which meant that I missed thanking you in the January 
edition for all for your kind cards, best wishes and thoughtful 
gifts throughout the festive season... my sincere apologies. 
 
Post-Christmas has continued to be busy with a constant flow 
of mail, packets and parcels for all the residents of Rother-
wick, Hartley Wespall and Newnham. The good news is this 
means that by the time you read this I have hopefully been 
able to thank many of you in person, as well as via this mes-
sage.  
 
My condolences to those who have lost family and friends 
throughout the year, however I do hope that all my customers 
had an opportunity to spend precious time with loved ones 
over the holiday period.  
 
It has been wonderful to see so many new faces over the past 
year and may I take this opportunity to welcome you to an 
amazing village. 
 
It has been my pleasure to serve both my long-term residents 
and the ‘new faces’ during 2024 and I would like to wish all 
my customers health and happiness for the year ahead... keep 
you and your loved ones safe and I look forward to seeing you  
throughout  2025!  
 
Mark, The Postman 

 

May your heart be 

light, 

Your days be bright 

and 

Your year be just 

right. 
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Child of the 70s 
 

When I was a kid we had conker fights, 
Played out all day til on came the street lights. 

Rolled marbles, played Jacks and Hopscotch too, 
Skipped rope, Knock Down Ginger, always so much to do! 

 
If mum and dad went out, it was to a Berni Inn, 

They’d drink Babycham, Snowballs and a Party Seven tin. 
Everyone smoked cigarettes wherever you went, 

To the shops for ten John Players I’d be sent! 

 
A 10p mixed bag of sweets, all half a penny, 
It seemed to last forever, you’d get so many! 

Flying saucers, Fruit Salads, Black Jacks and white mice, 
Gobstoppers, pink shrimp and milk bottles were nice. 

 
Crisps were plain and came with salt in a packet, 

Toy guns had caps that made a bit of a racket. 
TVs were bulky, we watched in black and white, 

There were only 3 channels, and they went off at night. 

 
We didn’t stream music, it came on vinyl of black, 

Or an audio tape or even an eight track. 
On Top of the Pops we’d watch the Top Thirty, 

Try to dance like Pans People, though mum said they were flirty. 

TV was Bagpuss, Rainbow and Why Don’t You? 
Fingerbobs,The Clangers and Scooby Doo. 

Crackerjack, Jackanory and Mr Benn, 
Play Away, Andy Pandy and the Mr Men. 

 
Some toys I remember and loved without shame…. 

Weebles Wobble and Simon the memory game. 
Holly Hobbie, Space Hopper and Etch A Sketch, 

Evel Knievel and a man called Armstrong that you could stretch. 

 
I look back with fondness and feel I was blessed, 

Us kids had more freedom, I don’t recall being stressed. 
We had less pressure on us than the kids of today, 

We could just be children, run wild and play. 

 

Kitty Neale - abridged 

 

Thanks to Marion Robak for sending in this poem 
which must be a trip down memory lane for many!  
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ROTHERWICK  
VILLAGE HALL 

Monthly News 
 

New Year - (new) Hall Refresh  
 

There has been a recent flurry of activity in the Hall over the festive period. 
Firstly a very well attended choir performance to the village to highlight 
what is practised every Wednesday evening, followed by the ever popular 
annual wreath making event which once again filled the hall with foliage, 
frivolity and fun!!  
 

In the background, we would like to say Santa and his elves (or hall fairies) 
also worked their magic in ensuring the Hall looked smart and fresh for 
events such as those mentioned, villagers wanting to book a family party, 
happy couples wanting to book their wedding reception, the list is end-
less.  But no, it wasn’t the elves, it isn’t the fairies, it’s the work and passion 
of the village hall committee that really make the magic happen!!  
 

The hall has had a total refresh (redecoration) of the ladies’ toilets and the 
committee room's peeling radiators now look newly painted and clean.  
 

Some of you may have read Amanda Palmer's thought provoking article in 
last month’s magazine ( also on p 15 of this edition) asking us all to con-
sider what would happen if the hall stood empty, unloved and unused. We 
really hope some of you will consider joining us on the committee and 
sharing the load… and the fun! Let's breathe new life into our hall in 2025.  
 

It kicks off with the very popular Burns Night on the 25th, come on villag-
ers, what's next?!! 
 
Jenny Gordon  
 

 

    In a society that has you 
    counting money, pounds, 
    calories and steps, be 

         a rebel and count your 
      blessings instead. 
                            Lisa Heckman 
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Heckfield, Mattingley and Rotherwick Church 
Services 

 

You are very welcome to join us in  February 2025 

www.whitewaterchurches.co.uk 
Details of all our activities and services are on our website.  

Download our Notice Sheet from the front page. 
 

SUNDAY     

1st February HECKFIELD 

11am Holy Communion 

    

9
th

 February   ROTHERWICK 

8.30am Holy Communion 

11am  Morning Worship 

6.30pm  Evensong 

    

16
th

 February MATTINGLEY 

8.30am Holy Communion 

11am Matins 

    

23
rd

 February HECKFIELD 

8.30am  Holy Communion 

11am Morning Worship 
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Heather Merricks 
 

I have received so many lovely cards and letters that it would take me a 
month to reply to them all, so can I cheat and say via RN a heartfelt 
thank you to you all, not only for the cards but also for the personal 
support I am receiving. Rotherwick has always been blessed with good 
people, and it is times like this that you feel it personally. 
 
Heather loved this village and would have been touched by your love 
for her. 
 
My loss is profound after nearly 63 years of marriage but with the help 
of a wonderful family and you my friends, I think I’ll survive! 
 

 

Tony 
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Brioche Bread and Butter Pudding 

This is an indulgent  and delicious bread and butter 
pudding from Mary Berry on The Happy Foodie website. 
 

It is just the job on a cold winter’s day when you are looking for a tasty 
but easy comfort pudding and not counting calories too much! 
 

I divide the recipe quantities by three for two  people and don’t bother 
brushing with melted butter.– I just spread the slices lightly with butter 
before placing in the bowl.       Sue 

1 x 300g (11oz) brioche loaf  II use brioche rolls)                                Serves 6 

50g (2oz) butter, melted, plus extra for greasing  

100g (4oz) sultanas 

3 tbsp demerara sugar 

For the custard:  

3 eggs 

75g (3oz) caster sugar 

150ml (5fl oz) double cream 

600ml (1 pint) full-fat milk 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

1 small lemon finely grated zest 

1. You will need a 28cm (11in) wide-based round ovenproof dish, and a 
roasting tin large enough to place it in.  

2. Butter your round ovenproof dish. Cut the brioche loaf into 1.5cm 
(⅝in) slices and brush each slice with melted butter on both sides. Ar-
range the slices in a spiral in the buttered dish and scatter over the sul-
tanas.  

3. To make the custard, place all the ingredients in a large bowl and 
whisk together by hand until well mixed. Pour the custard over the bri-
oche in the dish and gently press the exposed bread crusts down into the 
liquid. Sprinkle with the demerara sugar and leave to stand for about 30 
minutes (see tip). While the pudding is standing, preheat the oven to 
180°C/160°C fan/Gas 4.  

4. Half-fill the roasting tin with boiling water, and place the ovenproof 
dish in this. Bake in the oven for about 40 minutes until golden on top 
and puffed up. The layers will shrink down a little on cooling. Serve warm 
with cream.  



 

Page 9 

Photo Gallery 

Thank you to Eve Wort , Scarlett 
Jones and Amanda Palmer for 

these fab  photos. 
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January Questions  
 
All the questions relate to events that took place between January 
and March 2024 
 
1. The British TV drama Mr Bates vs The Post Office was 
on our screens in early 2024. What was the name of the 
faulty accounting software provided by Fujitsu? 
  
2. Houthi rebels were targeting cargo ships in which sea? 
  
3. Who said: "Being an honorary Scouser is one of the 
best things I could ever have achieved in my life"? 
  
4. In February, actor Ian Lavender sadly passed away. In 
which English city was he born and raised? (Hint: His 
character in Dad's Army gave a visual clue) 
  
5. In a huge break with tradition, what is to be axed from 
Australian five dollar bank notes? 
  
6. Name the F1 boss who was making tabloid headlines 
over his texts 
  
7. Which town's by-election was dubbed the most divi-
sive and chaotic in modern British history? 
  
8. It was disclosed that Nicola Sturgeon had deleted all 
her messages on what platform? 
  
9. Harry Clark won series two of which television series? 
  
10. The website Archewell was rebranded to what web-
site address? 
  
 
‘Quizinquisitor’ 

 
 
Answers to last month’s quiz are on page 16 
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Filling a Blank Page 
 
We have an unfilled page in the Rotherwick News this month, which is why we 
always appeal for your news to fill it.  
 
I am therefore going to bore you with my New Year Resolution. I seem to recall I 
wrote about last year’s resolution too, but I can’t remember what it was. Obvi-
ously not very worthwhile.  
 
However, this year I have resolved not to buy any clothes or make up for a 
whole year and see how many benefits I reap as a result. I should imagine finan-
cial and revisiting my youthful creativity with outfits when I took the same few 
pieces I owned and made them look like a whole new outfit each weekend.  
Thing is that the only person who really cared was me!  Well me and my mother 
who would exclaim “Are you wearing that again?” as I paraded my latest piece 
of vogue! I suppose she had a point, there is only so much you can do with a pair 
of jeans and a top.    
 
My big concern is my mental health! My penchant for all things glamorous is 
very strong. I am nigh on addicted. The amount of will power this will require is 
huge. I have started well. I saw a cardigan I fell in love with and thought if I per-
suade my husband to buy it for me it won’t count. He was a willing participant, 
but I decided it was cheating, showing weakness. It was replaced on the shop 
floor and I ushered us out to avoid temptation again.  
 
I can easily buy a lipstick when we are out for a coffee in Festival Place. I haven’t 
done it yet and we have been for coffee.  
 
So, will my mental health suffer or will it do me the world of good as I display 
strength and resilience not giving in to my ridiculous whims, adding to an al-
ready exploding wardrobe and make up bag…..actually” trunk as in travelling” 
would be more accurate.  
 
Watch this space, I may make myself accountable and update you monthly.  
 
I may have to if we have another unfilled page…..get writing Rotherwick, partic-
ularly if you haven’t enjoyed the above!!!!!   
 
Amanda Palmer 
 
We will be watching this space Amanda—good luck!! 



 

Page 12 

 Patient Participation Group   
February Update 2025 
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Freshly painted Ladies 
Powder Room …. thank-
fully vacant ! 

Teddy’s  
Tour 

Me in The Grand  
Entrance playing spot 
the dog!  

The Committee Room…… 
The Control Room!  
Can you Fill one of the 
empty seats? 

Paparazzi pic with 
Pistol Palmer  
of  Rotherwick’s  
Got Talent fame. 

The Grand Staircase  
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As you can see from the photos on the previous page, only my little dog 
responded to my offer of a tour (see below). You may have missed the ap-
peal below featured in last month’s Rotherwick News. Once again, if you 
are interested in something new and worthwhile for 2025 and would like to 
participate in village life with a friendly bunch do get in touch with me…
Amanda Palmer ( featured on front cover ! ) at mands789@icloud.com. 
Happy to repeat the tour and chat on a no obligation basis.   
 

 
 

      ROTHERWICK  
      VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
 

To Be Or Not To Be 
 

Have you ever considered what Rotherwick would look like if the Village 
Hall stood empty and unused. With no hirers of the hall, weddings etc 
coming and going, breathing life into the magnificent space, what would 
happen? Would unwelcome visitors take up residence in the car park? 
Would squatters move in, coming as they do, with all their squatters 
rights? The grounds, uncared for would be overgrown, the hedges growing 
every which way, weeds sprouting and brambles overtaking. The building 
would look sad, no longer the wonderful centre piece of our lovely village 
but a blot on the landscape.  
 

Thanks to a donation made by Henry and Julia de Forest from Oysterbay, 
New York, USA the Hall was built. A Declaration of Trust was drawn up in 
1931 (amended 2013) detailing how the Hall should operate. Under this 
trust the Hall should consist of up to ten elected management committee 
members. 
 

There are currently four members on the committee.  
 

The Hall, in order to ‘stay alive’, requires maintenance and in order to be 
maintained it needs an income. That income comes from various village 
groups, hiring on a weekly basis. Weddings take over whole weekends. 
Celebrations in the form of christening parties, birthdays. It has been 
booked for band rehearsals/recordings. The Hall has featured in television 
series too, booked through the booking secretary, a role separate from the 
committee and currently filled.  
 

All of this and of course the maintenance is managed by the committee as 
well as wages paid, insurance, fire safety and certificates etc. Terms and 
conditions are written, altered, policies created- think covid and all that re-
quired. We meet once a month.                                    Continued on next page 

mailto:mands789@icloud.com
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However, if those 4 resigned would paragraph 1 become a reality?  
 

If the 4 became 8 the load would be shared.  
 
If you would like to know more about the hall, the running of it and possi-
bly joining I would be glad to show you around the hall, answer questions 
over a coffee in an informal setting with no obligation. If there is a lot of 
interest perhaps an open morning can be arranged on a drop in basis. I 
would be very pleased to meet you and you can put a face to at least one 
of the committee members!  
 
Amanda Palmer  
 
Contact me at mands789@icloud.com 

 

December Quiz Answers 
 
1. Always popular at Christmas, who wrote the book ‘The 
Snowman’ on which the TV animation was based? 
RAYMOND BRIGGS 
2. The song ‘Do You Want To Build A Snowman’ comes from 
which Disney movie? 
FROZEN 
3. Which country did the USSR invade on Christmas Eve 
1979? 
AFGHANISTAN 
4. Which UK Christmas number one hit single has this as its 
first line? ‘Are you hanging up a stocking on your wall’? 
MERRY XMAS EVERYONE (Slade) 
5. From which European country did the modern-day tradi-
tion of a Christmas tree originate? 
GERMANY 
6. Which is the highest order in the hierarchy of Angels? 
SERAPHIM 
7. The modern Santa Claus was based on traditions sur-
rounding which fourth-century Greek bishop? 
ST NICHOLAS 
8. In which Panto would you find King Rat? 
DICK WHITTINGTON 
9. Often used in Christmas floral displays, what is Euphorbia 
pulcherrima? 
POINSETTIA 
10. ‘Clarion call for the loyalists’ is a cryptic clue for which 
Christmas carol? 
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NOTICE 

 
ROTHERWICK VILLAGE HALL 

 
AGM 

 
The management committee of Rotherwick Village Hall (RVH), 
being charity trustees, do hereby give notice of an Annual Gen-
eral Meeting on Thursday 6th March 2025 7pm at the Hall. 
 

All residents of the village are invited to attend to receive a re-
port from the management committee for the past year following 
which the committee will retire all together.  Those present at the 
meeting aged 18 or over can then vote to elect and/or re-elect the 
members of the RVH Management Committee. 
 

Notice dated 2nd January 2025 
 

If anyone would like to put their name forward for election to the 
management committee to help run your Hall, please notify ei-
ther the Secretary, Sue Whistler 08456 099877(10am-7pm) or 
secretary@rvh.org.uk , or any member of the present committee. 
 

There will be wine and nibbles to savour during the meeting 

with the chance to chat to the present committee and also discuss 

what is involved if you are thinking of joining. 

mailto:secretary@rvh.org.uk
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Do you want to reach the local community? 
Advertise your  

business  
here 

For more details and prices, contact Catherine 
at 

rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk 
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Cledwyn Hughes  
Garden Maintenance 

 
Local professional Garden and 
Tree Services: grass cutting / 

regular or one off visits,  
hedge reduction / planting,  

turfing and seeding 
All aspects of Tree work  

(NPTC trained) 
Fencing and fencing repairs 

Both residential and commercial 
(CSCS certificated)  

 
01256 769550 / 07779 498706 

 
51 Carleton Close Hook 

Email: 
hughesmichelle5@sky.com 

C.J. MILES 
 

Farm and Garden Services 
 

Pest Control 
 

Wasp and Hornets Nests  
Destroyed 

 
Rats, Mice and Moles 

 
Fully Insured and Certified 

 
Est. 1990 

 
Colin Miles  

 

Mobile 07774494015 

Spaces available 

After school pick up from 
Whitewater. 

 
Spaces for under 5’s. 

Some holiday cover. 

Please ring for specifics and 
prices. 

mailto:hughesmichelle5@sky.com
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA 
 

Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced, local lady 

who cleans every corner.  
References available upon re-

quest. Tel 07933 316989 
(preferably text) or e-mail  
mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

 

         

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
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Garden Machinery 
 

Servicing and Repairs 
 

All leading makes and models 
 

Rotary Mowers, Ride on Mowers 
Hedge Cutters, Strimmers 
Chain Saws and Blowers 

Collection and delivery Service 
Unused machinery welcomed 

Fully insured 
Competitive prices 

 

Colin Miles 
Farm and Garden Services 
Tel Hook (01256) 761146 

Mobile 07774494015 
Colinmiles99@btinternet.com 

EST. 1990. 

Your Privacy, Photos and the Rotherwick News  
 

The magazine is distributed to all houses in the village and contains the personal data 
sent in by readers, residents, advertisers, charities, local organisations and members of 
the wider community. The magazine is also published and stored securely on the Roth-
erwick Parish Council website forming an historical archive of village life. If you do not 
want your photos or other personal data to be published on their website please con-
tact the Rotherwick News editors at rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk  
 

A note about photos 
It is great to have photos in the Rotherwick News to add interest and bring an article to 
life. A picture paints a thousand words as they say. However, the editors are aware 
that photos are also personal data and as such will take every care to ensure that pri-
vacy is respected.  
 

Before publishing any photo, the editors will always seek your permission, or in the 
case of children, the permission of the parents before publishing any photos sent in by 
a third party. This will be sought either verbally, by email or text. You may be asked to 
give written permission for the photo to be used. This maybe in the form of an affirma-
tive reply to an email or text. It will be assumed that by sending in a photo of your-
selves, including your children, you are giving permission for it to be published in print 
and online. NB: photos of children are not published in the online version. 
 

For more information on the collection and publication by the magazine of personal 
data, please contact the editors at rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk for a copy of our Pri-
vacy Policy. 

mailto:rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk
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 USEFUL CONTACTS 

Hook Surgery    01256 762125 

Hook Care Group    08450 941549  

Whitewater School Mr Glen Golding – Executive Headteacher  

 Mr Steve Moore – Executive Head of School  

           01256 762637 

Rotherwick News Editors Amanda Palmer, Jenny Gordon, Sue Scrutton     

                                                   rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk          

R’wick News Distribution Catherine Bolt   01256 762563 

R’wick News advertising Catherine Bolt—  rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk 

   

R’wick P Council Clerk Susan Richardson                                    07792463611   

                                                  clerk@rotherwick.org.uk                                                        

Churchwarden Steve Burridge     rotherwickcw2@btinternet.com 

Cricket Club Tim Culver, Hon Secretary                     07882 406429  

Group Scout Leader Richard Whistler   01256 763118 

Tennis Club Membership Amanda Cook                        amacook73@gmail.com 

Badminton Club Richard Burke, Secretary    01256 761013
 badminton@rjne.co.uk 

Rotherwick Toddler Group       Caroline Brown                      carolinebrown1@me.com  

HCC Councillor for Rotherwick   Jonathan Glen              jonathan.glen@hants.gov.uk. 

Hart North Police (based in Aldershot, non urgent)                       101 

   Hart.North.Police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

Rotherwick Village Hall         Booking Secretary                         secretary@rvh.org.uk 

 

Macmillan Nurses 
 

I’m sure you all know of the work they do in support of Cancer Pa-
tients and their families.   
 
They are always in need of more cash but this doesn’t need to be 
the folding stuff! If you save your old inkjet cartridges they can be 
recycled and Macmillan receives the cash. 
 
The Village Magpies have agreed to take them or just put them in 
an old envelope and pop them through my door “Feldheim” Wed-
mans Lane. 
 
Inkjet cartridges ONLY originals or compatibles. 
 

mailto:carolinebrown1@me.com
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6th February— Village  lunch at the Coach & Horses. To book, please   
contact Tony Merricks  anthony@merricks.me.uk  

                             
25th January ‘25   Repair Café at the village hall 10am—1pm 
 
25th January ‘25   Burns Night Ceilidh at the village hall 
 
6th March ‘25        Rotherwick Village Hall AGM 7pm at the hall see p 19 
 

Please visit www.rotherwick.org.uk 
for Rotherwick Parish information and sign up for Parish Alerts 

That would be good to go in the Rotherwick News!” 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the people who have contributed to this month’s 
magazine.  
Please keep your articles and photos coming—they bring the 
magazine to life and it is so interesting to see and read about 
people we all know and love.  
 

As always you can send photos and articles to  
rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk by 10th of the month. 
What could be easier?  

mailto:anthony@merricks.me.uk
mailto:rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk

