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The Rotherwick News 

August /September 2025 Volume 37 Edition 8 

It is a Mystery to Me 

A notice in the Telephone Box caught 
my eye recently. ‘Welcome to Rother-
wick Library ‘with a smiley face add-
ed. It must have been carefully 
measured and cut to fit into one of 
the window frames.  
 

Looking beyond the sign, into the tel-
ephone box, as you can see from the 
photo, all the books are tidy, the right 
way up, the titles easy to see as you 
browse. A lovely no smoking sign as a 
reminder to stub it out before you 
step in (may be an original feature!) 
and a Rotherwick News clearly seen 
in its  own special box.  

 

Indeed, it has been wonderfully trans-
formed from a phone box to a library 
for the use of the village.  
 

BUT ... who cares for this special little 
place? Does everybody know but me or 
are we all wondering?  
 

Whoever it is, and I’m sure the rest of 
Rotherwick will agree, we are grateful 
that you care, grateful that you make it 
a welcome little space.  
 
Thank you. 
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Thursday 4th September Village lunch at The Coach 
and Horses. To book,  please contact Tony Merricks  
at anthony@merricks.me.uk 

Fri 29th August 
Rotherwick Walking and Friendship Group 10.15 am. 
Meet outside the village hall. See page 5 for more 
details and more dates. 

Thursday 11th September Crafty Cuppa at the village 
hall. 10.30—12.30.  £2 Everyone welcome. 

 September Church Services  See page 11 for dates. 

Looking Ahead... 

mailto:anthony@merricks.me.uk
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Get Gardening 
 
 

With my sweet corn now netted I was pleased to see the cobs forming and 
the ‘hairy bits’ starting to brown, apparently indicating they may be soon 
ready for picking. I read on the internet that to test their ripeness you 
pierce a kernel and if a milky liquid 
comes out they are ripe, if its clear 
they are not yet ready. Armed with a 
fork I peeled back the covering of the 
cob only for a hairy caterpillar to drop 
out! Since coming across the hairy oak 
processionary caterpillars in France 
which are toxic I’m wary of anything 
small and hairy! I first thought this 
might be a brown tail caterpillar which 
can cause rashes and breathing prob-
lems but I think, thankfully, it is a knot 
grass moth (ukmoths.org.uk) and alt-
hough rather a good looking caterpillar it turns into the most boring grey 
moth! Has anyone else come across these when growing corn on the 
cob? I haven’t inspected the rest of the cobs but when I do I will be in-
specting them thoroughly and wearing gloves. It is apparently okay to still 
eat the cob (I did wonder) as long as I don’t find any holes or evidence of 
it being eaten (how do farmers produce anything!). As the caterpillar is 
also found on other plants I’m now wondering where else are these hiding. 

 
Is it the hot weather that is producing a lot more bugs 
this year?  The figs are being eaten by wasps and my 
courgettes look deformed and are bulging.  Although it 
seems this may be due to erratic watering (hopefully) or 
a viral infection (hopefully not) 
(gardeningknowhow.com). I’m just waiting for something 

to eat the raspberries or for the runner beans to get some disease.   
 
On the plus side I’ve loads of cucumbers but I do 
sometimes wonder if growing my own fruit and 
vegetables is worth it,  at the moment I could quite 
easily give up and stick to flowers!  
 
Catherine. 
 
(We know what you mean ...with the 
weather and wildlife/insects, growing 
veggies does seem to be a bit of a bat-
tle). 
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The Rotherwick Walkers 
 

WALK – Wednesday 30th July

     
Wow! What a good turnout we had 
for this walk given that many of our 
regulars were away. Having antici-
pated about nine walkers we were 
very pleasantly surprised to wel-
come seventeen, including two new 
faces. The walk was led by the love-
ly Roisin who advised us that it was 
to be a slightly longer walk and there 
was an opportunity for a pit stop to have coffee and cake.  Honestly, I 
have never seen the group set off so quickly. 
 

The walk itself was just shy of 5.5 miles and took us down to the end of 
Wedmans Lane, passing through the Black Wood onto Bottle Lane. From 
there we went through some beautiful fields full of oats to Vicarage Lane, 

through one gate and suddenly we were 
most surprised to find that we were in the 
grounds of the Plant Centre at Hortus Lo-
ci. Once inside there was a rush to the 
coffee shop. Some of us stopped and 
were in awe of the world’s largest plant 
pot that was hidden in the grounds. Clear-
ly, none of our group have coffee and 
cake at home as, within a very short time, 
there were drinks and cakes aplenty. 
Even the dogs were provided with sau-

sage treats. We were all very well looked after it is fair to say!  We re-
turned the same way we had gone albeit a bit slower.  
 

It really was a lovely walk which was 
very much enjoyed by the group and is 
another that will be most definitely re-
peated in the future. I get a great deal of 
pleasure when our walks take us to plac-
es I have not personally explored previ-
ously. This is especially so when some 
of our walkers who, despite having lived 
here for hundreds of years, also discover 
new walks, paths, tracks and places to 
enjoy themselves. 
 

There was not a great deal of wildlife spotted on this particular walk but  



 

Page 5 

we did see a white horse, a red kite and a lost looking Meerkat.  

The Sweets of the Day were Percy Pigs.  

Thank you to all who attended. I hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did. 
We really do have such a lovely group with so many interesting, kind and 
knowledgeable people.  
 

I look forward to seeing you all on our next walk which will involve water. 
Just hopefully not being in it. 
 
“Walking: The most Ancient exercise and still the best Modern exercise” – 
Carrie Latet  

 
 
 

A fun, friendly and very welcoming group of walkers, friends and canine 
companions. All walks meet outside the village hall at 10.15am for a 
10.30am start. The next walks will be held on: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lovely walks around the village of approximately 4 miles and lasting just 
under two hours followed by refreshments in the local hostelry if required (it 
usually is). We hope to see as many of you joining us as possible!  
  
If this sounds like something you would be interested in getting involved in 
– either regularly or whenever you can – it would be great to hear from you. 
We have a Facebook page “Rotherwick Walkers’ or send an email to  
rwsg25@gmail.com and I will be in touch!  
 
Steve Cooper 

  Friday 29th August  2025 

  Monday 8th September 2025 

  Tuesday 23rd September 2025 

  Wednesday 8th October 2025 

  Thursday 23rd October 2025 
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August  Questions  
 

1. Which Asian country has announced it plans to nom-
inate US President Donald Trump for a Nobel Peace 
Prize? 
  
2. What cheese do competitors chase after in a famous 
annual event called the Cooper's Hill Cheese-Rolling 
and Wake? 
  
3. Born in 1986 and retired in 1999, what breed of dog 
was the Blue Peter pet Bonnie? 
  
4. Which of King Henry VIII's wives was the first to be 
beheaded? 
  
5. What is the name of the dead court jester whose 
skull is exhumed by a gravedigger in a famous scene 
from the William Shakespeare play Hamlet? 
  
6. Which supermarket group opened its first shop in 
the UK in Birmingham in April 1990? 
  
7. Starting in September 2024, the Short n' Sweet Tour 
is the first arena tour by which chart-topping female 
singer? 
  
8. In March 1977, the rings of which planet in our solar 
system were discovered? 
  
9. Established in the 11th century, the oldest university 
in continuous operation in the world is in which coun-
try? 
  
10. Where was the recent state banquet for President 
Macron held? 
  

 
  
‘Quizinquisitor’ 
 
Answers to last month’s quiz are on page  17 
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 Community Spirit 

Earlier this month an incident occurred in 

Rotherwick that required a search party. An 

appeal was made on facebook and indeed the 

village turned out in force to help. All was 

well in the end, with the lost party found. 

It is always heartening to know what a won-

derful village we live in where we all pull to-

gether.  

   The North Hampshire Repair Café 
          July Update 
 

In July, we had our first event in Hook and we had a great  
turnout, including support from our Hart Councillor, Derek Smith. 
 

Savings to date 
£85,224 
2.43 tons not in landfill 
15.6 tons avoided greenhouse gasses 
 

Last meeting (Hook) 
71 repair requests 
67% fix rate 
Most unusual item at last meeting - a machete 
 

Next meeting 
30th August - Sherfield-on-Loddon, Village Hall, 10:00-13:00 (10:30 for custom-
ers not booking online). See nhrc.uk for more details and make a booking.  
 

Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/northhampshirerepaircafe 
 
Thanks, Simon G from the NHRC team 

https://nhrc.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/northhampshirerepaircafe
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Nothing to report this month, the Hall is ticking along as usual, tak-
ing a well-earned rest from many of our termly regular bookings 
which include 
 

 Mother and Toddlers- Monday morning 
 Zumba and Ballroom – Tuesday morning and evening 
 Choir – Wednesday evening 
 Badminton – Thursday  
 

Bookings taken for celebratory events including weddings, anniver-
saries, birthday parties etc. Contact Sue Whistler, the booking secre-
tary—see back page for details. 
 

If you have never been inside the hall and would like a tour let us 
know 
 

Mands789@icloud.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEDDING NEWS 
 
Last month I reported that Jenny and her partner Mike have stepped 
down from the Village Hall. This month I can report that ‘partner 
Mike ‘ is now ‘HUSBAND Mike’. 
 

They got married !! Many congratulations to you both.  
You see Rotherwick, dreams can come true and all it took was a spell 
on the village hall committee.  
 
 
The Village Hall Committee 

ROTHERWICK  
VILLAGE HALL 
Monthly News 
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Can you spot the little fella? 

Photo Gallery 

Thanks to John 
Cutler for these 
fabulous views 
across the field. 

Same field –very 
different skies. 
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          A Message from Helen 
 
 

I hope that as you read this you have the oppor-
tunity to rest and recharge over the summer - 
whether at home or away.  Both as a church and 
as a community it is always hard to see people 
move away.  I have only been around for the last 6 months but the Bur-
ridge family have had such an impact on me in that short time, I can 
only imagine the impact they have had on this community in the years 
they have been in the village. We will miss them but wish them well on 
their new journey in Salisbury. They go with huge gratitude from the 
church community for all they have done but we also welcome Jason 
Drury who steps into Steve’s shoes as Churchwarden of Rotherwick.  
 
September sees the launch of a weekly service in Rotherwick at 11am 
and we look forward to welcoming you if you want to come and join us - 
coffee and pastries after the service and all are welcome.  Enjoy the 
last of the summer as we look towards the autumn and remember to 
pause and take time just to be.  

From September until further notice the pattern of services will be as 
follows 
 
1st Sunday   11am Family Communion Rotherwick 
2nd Sunday  8:30am  BCP Communion Rotherwick 
                         11 am Family Worship 
                          18:30 Evensong 
3rd Sunday    8:30am  BCP  Communion Mattingley 
                         11 am Mattins Mattingley 
                          11 am Family worship Rotherwick 
4th Sunday     8:30am  BCP Communion Heckfield 
                            11am  Family Worship Rotherwick 
 
Our plan is to hold harvest on 5th October in Rotherwick at the 11 
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Birthday Celebrations 
 
A lovely Sunday afternoon in his beautiful garden seemed the ideal ven-
ue to celebrate Ray Beech’s “BIG” birthday. 
 
With the sun shining brightly if slightly blighted by the pesky wasps - who 
had not been invited.  A beautifully arranged gathering enjoyed drinks 
and smashing food.  
 
 
 
Family friends & neighbours gathered 
to celebrate, made all the more memo-
rable by Ray’s great granddaughter be-
ing present at just a few weeks old. So 
4 generations gathered together for a 
very special party for a very special 
man of the village.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy birthday  
 

Mr Rotherwick!  

 

      

 
 
 
 

 
 
                           

                         Lynnda Pullen 
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The Wessex Chamber Choir   

Come and Sing Event 

The Wessex Chamber Choir along with Music Director Oliver Tarney, are 
due to hold a Come and Sing Event and would love you to join them.  

They will be singing The Armed Man; a Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins.   

The event will be held on Saturday 20th September 2025 in The United Re-
formed Church, London Street, Basingstoke RG21 7NU.   

Registration is at 09:30am and the rehearsal commences at 10am.  There 
will be a lunch break at 1pm with a performance at 2pm which is free of 
charge, but donations would be welcome.  The cost for singers is £20, to 
include music hire and light refreshments.  Under 21s will be £5.   

For more information, or to book tickets, please see the web-
site: www.wessexchamberchoir.co.uk  

Your Privacy, Photos and the Rotherwick News  
 
 
 

The magazine is distributed to all houses in the village and contains the 
personal data sent in by readers, residents, advertisers, charities, local organisations 
and members of the wider community. The magazine is also published and stored se-
curely on the Rotherwick Parish Council website forming an historical archive of village 
life. If you do not want your photos or other personal data to be published on their 
website please contact the Rotherwick News editors at rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk  
 

A note about photos 
It is great to have photos in the Rotherwick News to add interest and bring an article to 
life. A picture paints a thousand words as they say. However, the editors are aware 
that photos are also personal data and as such will take every care to ensure that pri-
vacy is respected.  
 

Before publishing any photo, the editors will always seek your permission, or in the 
case of children, the permission of the parents before publishing any photos sent in by 
a third party. This will be sought either verbally, by email or text. You may be asked to 
give written permission for the photo to be used. This maybe in the form of an affirma-
tive reply to an email or text. It will be assumed that by sending in a photo of your-
selves, including your children, you are giving permission for it to be published in print 
and online. NB: photos of children are not published in the online version. 
 

For more information on the collection and publication by the magazine of personal 
data, please contact the editors at rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk for a copy of our Pri-
vacy Policy. 

http://www.wessexchamberchoir.co.uk/
mailto:rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk
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Rotherwick Cycling 
Club 

Last month the Rotherwick Cycling 
Club fulfilled a long-held dream. 
With thanks to our wives and fami-
lies, we extended our annual sum-
mer tour to two weeks and cycled 
the length of the UK.  We’d been 
talking about doing this ‘end to 
end’ adventure since 2017, and 
the recently retired Iain Moore and 
Steve Burridge, told us they were 
doing it whether the rest of us 
were coming or not! 

The most southerly point in the UK 
is on the Isles of Scilly and the 
most northerly point is on the Shet-
land Isles. To make the logistics 
easier, Land’s End and John 
O’Groats (LEJOG) have become 
the accepted end to end points, 
which 3,000 people a year journey 
between. Despite this accepted convention, after 1,000 miles of cycling, 
Jonnie Wills insisted we cycle an additional five miles to Dunnet Head to 
ensure we really did do the length of mainland UK. We gazed across to 
the Orkneys in magnificent sunshine and basked in the achievement of 
what we’d accomplished over the past 14 days. The fact that a few weeks 
earlier, Sarah Ruggins had cycled it both ways JOGLE-LEJOG in five and 
a half days, setting a new women and men’s record, didn’t diminish our 
feeling that we’d possibly made The Rotherwick Cycling Club a credible 
sporting outfit.   

At times on the trip this new-found athletic credibility was brought into 
question; the calories devoured in Cornish cream scones, Kendall mint 
cake, Scottish Tablet and Ironbrew milkshakes, the beers chugged at 
Durty Brewery Innerleithen and Black Isle Brewery Inverness, Steve’s 
back wheel inexplicably falling off as we ascended Cheddar Gorge (due to 
not being screwed on).  

On other gruelling but great days, we felt like true cyclists; ascending 
Glenshee the highest public road in the UK, climbing The Leicht with 20% 
gradients into a Scottish Ski Resort, our day in Devon through Dartmoor 
with over 7,000ft of climbing elevation. Long fast descents on smooth 
black tarmac, racing along the river Wye, dropping down from Shap Fell 
and hammering between Loch Shin and Loch Naver.  
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Except for two freezing cold hours in pouring rain into Lancaster, every pe-
dal stroke was accompanied with wide grins of relaxed enjoyment.  

The bicycle, seemed to us, to be the perfect mode of transport. It’s fast 
enough to cover relatively large distances, which in the ever-changing UK 
ensures the next day is uniquely different from the previous; carboniferous 
grey limestone turns to Triassic red sandstone, blue hydrangeas turn to 
pink, beautifully barren moors with stunted asymmetrical krummholz trees 
turn to verdant pastures and oak woodlands. In a car, it’s a bit too quick to 
allow the senses time to take in the subtle changes in landscape and scen-
ery; the scent of the Scottish Pines, the cabbage whites against the pink 
willow herb, the burnt smell of ash from charred heather. Before the trip we 
had a slight worry that it could become tiresome or boringly repetitive, but it 
never did, every day brought something unexpected to laugh at, talk about 
and appreciate.  

Towards the end of the trip, one of our wives messaged to say that Vicar 
Helen mentioned us in the morning worship at Whitewater school. We 
were all feeling great about this until I read the full message at dinner, and  
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it turned out she talked about the school’s value of courage and how a 
group of old men from the village cycled the whole of the UK and some 
were older so would need more courage! As it turned, Steve’s van was 
the only one that didn’t make it the whole way, we had to abandon her in 
Perth ! 

We were raising money for polycystic kidney disease which my wife 
Rachelle suffers from. You can scan this QR code if you’d like to sponsor.  

 

The Rotherwick Cycling Club head out every Sunday (all year round) and 
every Wednesday evening in the summer, and we’d welcome anyone 
from the village to join us for a ride. Drop Mike Edwards a note on 
07799071727 and we’ll add you to the Group Chat.  
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We are now  

Hook Odiham and Hartley 
Wintney Lions Club 

 
 
 

Your local Lions Club has a new name! 
We are proud to officially announce our new name.  The addition of Hartley 
Wintney now better reflects the geographical area we serve. Our Lions 
Club covers the nine parishes of Greywell, Hartley Wintney, Hook, Long 
Sutton (including Well), Mattingley, Odiham (including North Warnbor-
ough), Rotherwick, South Warnborough and Winchfield.  Adding Hartley 
Wintney to our club name makes sense as Hook, Odiham and Hartley 
Wintney are the three largest parishes and their geographic relationship to 
one another more clearly defines our area. 
 
Yes, the name is a bit long to say, so you can simply call us the Lions 
when talking to us or about us.  However, to differentiate us from neigh-
bouring Lions Clubs, with a little imagination, the acronym version—
HOWHL Club—can be pronounced 'howl' Club making it easier at meet-
ings and events. 
 
Our registered charity status and number remain unchanged, however, 
there will be changes to our website, social media, emails, shirt logos . . .  
As we go through this transition, our old and new websites, email address-
es, and social media channels will all stay live. You can still reach us any-
time and keep up with what we’re working on! 
 
Along with a new name, we also have a 14 weeks social media campaign 
underway to help you get to know WHO and WHAT your Lions Club is and 
a recruitment campaign for new members.  We are an active club with big 
plans and we may be the club for you! 
 

Lion Lynn Sandford 
Lions Phone, text, or WhatsApp on 07817 886 002 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

 

www.hookandodihamlions.co.uk 

 

file:///C:/Users/johns/Documents/hook%20&%20odiham%20lions/president%20stuff/fol%20newsletters/www.hookandodihamlions.co.uk
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That would be good to go in the Rotherwick News!” 
 
 
Thank you to the people who have contributed to this month’s maga-
zine.  
 

Please keep your articles and photos coming—they bring the maga-
zine to life and it is so interesting to see and read about people we all 
know and love.  
 

As always you can send photos and articles to  
rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk by 10th of the month.  

July Quiz Answers 
 

1. Little Gem, Lollo Rosso and Red Salad Bowl are all types of 
what? LETTUCE 

2. Manchego cheese is made from the milk of which animal? 
SHEEP 

3. The Victoria Cross was introduced to reward acts of extreme 
bravery in which war? CRIMEAN 

4. Who was the driver of "Ivor the Engine"? JONES THE STEAM 

5. In 1988, which 22-year-old became the youngest ever player 
to captain the England rugby union team? WILL CARLING 

6. The old proverb says that "Necessity is the Mother of Inven-
tion", but what did Galileo Galilei say was "The Father of Inven-
tion"? DOUBT 

7. Which have there been more of?... a) UK number 1 hit singles 
by The Beatles; or b) UK number hit singles by Cliff Richard? 
THE BEATLES (17 / 14) 
 

8. What killed roughly 400,000 Europeans each year during the 
18th century before Edward Jenner administered the first vac-
cine in 1796? SMALLPOX 

9. What has been the occupation of most American presidents 
prior to politics? LAWYER 

10. Formerly known as Formosa, what country are the Islands of 
Quemoy and Matsu part of? TAIWAN 

mailto:rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk
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Cledwyn Hughes  
Garden Maintenance 

 
Local professional Garden and 
Tree Services: grass cutting / 

regular or one off visits,  
hedge reduction / planting,  

turfing and seeding 
All aspects of Tree work  

(NPTC trained) 
Fencing and fencing repairs 

Both residential and commercial 
(CSCS certificated)  

 
01256 769550 / 07779 498706 

 
51 Carleton Close Hook 

Email: 
hughesmichelle5@sky.com 

C.J. MILES 
 

Farm and Garden Services 
 

Pest Control 
 

Wasp and Hornets Nests  
Destroyed 

 
Rats, Mice and Moles 

 
Fully Insured and Certified 

 
Est. 1990 

 
Colin Miles  

 

Mobile 07774494015 

mailto:hughesmichelle5@sky.com
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA 
 

Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced, local lady 

who cleans every corner.  
References available upon re-

quest. Tel 07933 316989 
(preferably text) or e-mail  
mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

 

         

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
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Garden Machinery 
 

Servicing and Repairs 
 

All leading makes and models 
 

Rotary Mowers, Ride on Mowers 
Hedge Cutters, Strimmers 
Chain Saws and Blowers 

Collection and delivery Service 
Unused machinery welcomed 

Fully insured 
Competitive prices 

 

Colin Miles 
Farm and Garden Services 
Tel Hook (01256) 761146 

Mobile 07774494015 
Colinmiles99@btinternet.com 

EST. 1990. 

 
 

Do you want to reach the local community? 
Advertise your  

business  
here 

For more details and prices, contact Catherine 
at 

rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

Hook Surgery  01256 762125 
 

Hook Care Group                                             08450 941549  
 

Whitewater School Mr Glen Golding –    Executive Headteacher  

 Mr Steve Moore – Executive Head of School 
   01256 762637 

 

Rotherwick News Editors Amanda Palmer, Sue Scrutton     

 rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk          
 

R’wick News Distribution Catherine Bolt 01256 762563 
 

R’wick News advertising Catherine Bolt   rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk 
 

R’wick P Council Clerk Susan Richardson               07792463611                         

                                         clerk@rotherwick.org.uk     
 

Churchwarden Steve Burridge  

 rotherwickcw2@btinternet.com 
 

Cricket Club Tim Culver, Hon Secretary    07882 406429  
 

Group Scout Leader Richard Whistler   01256 763118 
 

Badminton Club Richard Burke, Secretary   01256 761013  

                                          badminton@rjne.co.uk 
 

Rotherwick Toddler Group       Caroline Brown                       

 carolinebrown1@me.com  
 

HCC Councillor                Jonathan Glen                

for Rotherwick                  jonathan.glen@hants.gov.uk. 
 

Hart North Police (based in Aldershot, non urgent)      101 

  Hart.North.Police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
 

Rotherwick Village Hall       Booking Secretary      secretary@rvh.org.uk 
 

Rotherwick Walkers          Steve Cooper                  rwsg25@gmail.com 

mailto:carolinebrown1@me.com
mailto:rwsg25@gmail.com

