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Sunset over the school 
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Pen and Ink 
 

So sometimes my head is bursting with things 
to share with you and then I think would you 
really be interested in reading that?  So with 

that in mind let’s talk about drawing. 
 

Thinking ahead, how’s the new year resolutions 
going? 
 

I personally didn’t make any but this year I’d 
like my drawings to get better. When sketching 
out and about, I would like to be a little quicker. At the moment as a rough 
guide I can order food and a drink in a pub and I pretty much have finished 
my sketch by the time the food arrives. 
 

These sketches I will usually add colour to sometime later. I would like to 
try painting outside in a street somewhere. I’m quite confident with my cur-
rent level of sketching and I’m happy to chat to people when they talk to 
me about what or why I’m sketching something, but painting I feel is a little 
more involved. Warmer weather I feel, would probably be the best time to 
try. 
 

So below we have an example. On the 31st Dec 2023 we were in Kings-
bury Episcopi, Somerset. The pub where we stopped for a drink and some-
thing to eat was The Wyndham Arms. It was cold so I quickly took a photo 
of the pub from outside and then whilst we were sat in the pub, basking in 
the warmth of the open fire, I managed to get this sketch done. A few days 

later I added a bit of  colour.       
 
 
The Wykeham Arms however, was 
sketched on the 6th Jan 2024 whilst my 
beer was being drunk and my dinner of 
Wyk pie was being cooked. Each sketch 
is approx 20-30 mins to draw. 
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They are done with pen rather than pencil as I feel it makes you concen-
trate and look at the details more. Sure there are wobbly lines and mis-
takes on these, but at the end of the day they are mine. They are my mem-
ories, and they live in one of the many sketchbooks I now own. I have just 
started book number 4, a year to the day that I started my first sketch 
book. 
 

I find sketching very relaxing. Wearing glasses is a bit of a pain though. I 
keep them perched on my head or on the tip of my nose for the close ups. 
 

Colour, I use water colour paints, although I did get bought some Gouache 
paints for Christmas which I haven’t tried yet. 
 

I do sketch everyday, sometimes at breakfast, sometimes at lunch. I might 
even sketch something when I have a tea break.  
 
Below are an example of a breakfast sketch, followed by a very quick 
lunchtime one, then in the evening I will sometimes draw house portraits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I love drawing and especially sketching, 
it’s something that anyone can do and 
as hobbies go, it’s cheap. 
 

I save every sketch and drawing, these 
you can see if you visit me on instagram 
@danartisan 
 

Go on, get your pens or pencils out, 
give it a go!  
 
 
 
Ramblings of Rotherwick 
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January Questions 
  
1. In which decade was family allowance first intro-
duced in the UK? 
  
2. In which Spanish city was the Guggenheim Museum 
opened in October 1997? 
  
3. What flavour is the liqueur, Tia Maria? 
  
4. In the book by Edith Nesbit, name any of the first 
names of "The Railway Children"? 
  
5. What does the medical condition Bradycardia mean? 
  
6. Who played Rodney Trotter in the long running se-
ries "Only Fools and Horses"? 
  
7. What was the name of the 80's musical duo that 
consisted of Andy Bell and Vince Clarke? 
  
8. Which British explorer was the first to see Victoria 
Falls? 
  
9. What was the best-selling Scotch whisky brand in 
the world in 2022? 
  
10. Who became acting President of Russia after Boris 
Yeltsin's unexpected resignation on December 31st 
1999? 
  
 
 
 
‘Quizinquisitor’ 
 
Answers to last month’s quiz are on page  16 
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COMMUNITY LITTER PICK 
 

SATURDAY 23rd MARCH 2024 FROM 12 NOON 
 

 

This year’s ‘Spring Clean’ will take place 
on Saturday 23rd March and we would like 

to invite all residents to join the Parish 
Council for a few hours litter picking.  

 

We will be meeting at the Church at 12.00 
noon, where refreshments and equipment 

will be provided.   
 

This is a great opportunity to make a differ-
ence to our village as well as meet other  

residents.  We hope to see you there.  
 

Rotherwick Parish Council  
www.rotherwick.org.uk                                                                           

clerk@rotherwick.org.uk  

http://www.rotherwick.org.uk
mailto:clerk@rotherwick.org.uk
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The battle resumes!  Warehouses at Junction 5?  
- an update from VOW (Villages Oppose Warehouses) 

 
The threat to the rural character of NE Hampshire as a great place to live 
has not gone away.  The speculative proposal for an enormous warehouse 
development on 80 acres of farmland adjacent to Junction 5 of the Motor-
way is still alive and kicking.   
 

To combat this assault a pressure group called Villages Oppose Ware-
houses, or VOW, has been set up by North Warnborough citizens. See 
www.villagesopposewarehouses.org. 

 

As most will know, the Pre-Application was received by Hart District Coun-
cil in 2022.  It was eventually rejected by Hart on several grounds – but 
principally because of its non-conformance with local plans and policies.  
However, the London-based developer, “Obsidian Strategic”, has popped 
up again and has announced its intention to submit a new Outline Applica-
tion some time in February/March this year. 
 

Hart will publish the Outline Application, when received, on its planning 
website and will invite comments.  If the proposals are to be rejected again 
it is absolutely critical that a large number of comments from individuals 
opposing the Application are received by Hart.   
 

But why should you? 
 

The developer’s plans show 5 very large warehouses on land bordering 
the Motorway.  The total warehouse floor area is some 90,000 sq metres – 
making it 20% larger than a very similar site planned for Junction 7 and 
one of the very largest in the UK.  You could fit 46 league football pitches 
into 80 acres!  Each warehouse is some 20m tall – that’s about a 7-storey 
office block. 
 

The local flood risk, already ever-present on the M3 at Junction 5, will be 
increased significantly.  In addition to increased incidents of flooding there 
are serious environmental and bio-diversity issues resulting from the prox-
imity of SSSIs at Bartley Heath. 
 

BUT the issue that should be of real concern to all neighbouring parishes 
is that of traffic on surrounding roads.  The developer has declared that the 
site will operate round the clock, meaning 24 hours a day, every day, non-
stop throughout the year.  The developer’s own figures claim over 14,000 – 
yes: that’s right: over 14,000 - vehicle movements per 24 hours.  A signifi-
cant number of these will be HGVs.  Will the Motorway and Junction 5 
cope with these numbers?  Consider this: an extra vehicle, mainly HGVs, 
entering or leaving Hart’s road infrastructure every 7 seconds, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week will not add to the quality of life for anyone in Hart.  
Continued on next page. 

http://www.villagesopposewarehouses.org
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Especially when all of those vehicles start looking for ‘least cost’ routes or 
‘rat runs’ and backroads in the event of traffic delays.  Junction 5, Hook, 
the A30 and the A287 are going to feel that impact as well as Odiham, 
Crondall, South Warnborough, Hartley Wintney, etc. 
 

Recent research (Hampshire Chronicle, 7 Jan) by Claims.co.uk has shown 
that Hampshire is already the most congested county in the UK.  Are we 
really willing to add to this?  
 

So – what can Rotherwick do to influence the outcome? 
 

VOW is discussing with the Parish Council – and other local authorities - 
how the Council, as a body, can influence Hart’s eventual decision.  But, 
just as important, will be action from you, as local residents.  Not only can 
you register your concerns with Hart when Hart asks for your opinion, you 
can also alert any of your friends and neighbours who might not be reading 
this to what’s about to happen to this part of rural Hampshire.  When the 
time comes – in February or March - it will up to all of us to stand up and 
be counted. 
 
 
David Harrington 
Villages Oppose Warehouses is a Community Interest Company Limited 
by Guarantee. 
Company Number 14403242.  
Registered Address: 
12 Derbyfields, North Warnborough, 
Hook, Hampshire RG29 1HH 
www.villagesopposewarehouses.org 
 
 
 

 

 

In my life I have found two things of 
priceless worth - learning and loving. 
Nothing else, not fame, not power, not 
achievement for its own sake, can possibly 
have the same lasting value. For when your 
life is over, if you can say ‘ I have 
learned and I have loved’, you will be able 
to say ‘ I have been happy’. 

                                           
          ARTHUR C. CLARKE 
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Get Gardening 
 

I’m determined to get my vegetable garden a little more organised this 
year so that I have vegetables spread throughout the seasons. At the 
moment all I have are a few rotten turnips! Nevertheless, we seem to still 
have a lot of berries which may be why our garden has been full of birds 
this winter. 
 

Just before Christmas we had a visit 
from about forty plus birds foraging 
and covering the lawn. They looked 
like small thrushes but had a creamy 
stripe above their eye.  After taking a 
photo and a bit of googling I discov-
ered they were redwings.  According 
to the RSPB (www.rspb.org.uk) their 
population is decreasing in the UK 
and they are usually found in the open country not village back gardens! 
However, they can venture into gardens during a hard winter and along 
with berries, are partial to apples (www.woodlandtrust.org.uk), and we 
have lots of those!  One interesting fact mentioned by The Woodland 
Trust is that “redwings were the first bird species which were proved to 
detect fruit using ultraviolet vision. This is because the waxy coatings of 
berries reflect UV light, making them more appealing to birds.” They did-
n’t stay long and we haven’t seen them since. 
 

However, regular visitors to our garden are magpies. There is one we 
named ‘Hop Along’. After seeing him (I’ve no idea if he is in fact male, as 
they are difficult to tell apart) a couple of years ago hopping on one leg 
with his wonky tail, looking as though he’d been in a fight, we never 

thought we’d see him again. But 
he is regularly in our garden. Be-
fore ‘Hop Along’ I’d not thought 
much about magpies, but being 
part of the corvid order and relat-
ed to crows they are intelligent 
and social birds that apparently 
can live up to 30 years. They 
used to be called ‘Maggie Pie’ 
and apparently it is an old wives 
tale that they steal shiny objects - 

they are more likely to be scared of anything shiny 
(www.focusonwildlife.com.).  However, they are sometimes known to eat 
other birds eggs and even their fledglings which is why they are some-
times thought to be thieves (www.animalfacts.net). Along with the crows, 
magpies do like a good dig in our lawn when searching for food but I’d  
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rather have them than pigeons any day. Even though magpies go around 
in groups they mate for life, don’t migrate and stay within 10kms of their 
breeding territory.  They nest only when breeding and sleep on branches 
when apparently their feet lock onto the branch (hopefully stopping them 
swinging upside down!).   
 

They are probably the most easily recognised birds and can be seen al-
most everywhere. Some countries associate them with the devil and witch-
craft. Indeed, according to superstition here, a lone magpie brings bad 
luck. Most people know the saying: 
 

One for sorrow, two for joy, three for a girl, four for a boy, five for silver, six 
for gold, seven for secrets never to be told. 
 

However in Korea they believe magpies are a sign of good luck. 
(www.askwild.co.uk) and have even adopted it as their national bird. 
 

As we have so many in our garden I also like to think they bring a lot of 
luck and that my 2024 vegetable patch will thrive! 
 

Happy New Year 
 
 
Catherine 

 

 Rotherwick Badminton Club is looking for  
new members. 

 
Want to get fit after Christmas?  
 

Have you played badminton before? 
 

If the answer to both those questions is 
yes, why not give us a try? 
 

We play on Thursday nights between 8 
pm and 10 pm at Rotherwick Village 
Hall.  
 

We offer a free trial session. 
 

For more details, email rbc@rjne.uk, 
call 07528 373062 or visit our Facebook page at  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RotherwickBC 
 

Start the new year by joining Rotherwick Badminton Club! 

mailto:rbc@rjne.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RotherwickBC
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YOUR CRICKET CLUB NEEDS 
YOU 

 

A plea from Rotherwick  
Cricket Club 

 

As we announced last month, we are already planning our 2024 season 
and eagerly await the chance to play Saturday and Mid-Week League 
Cricket, as well as running our Junior Section on Sundays.  
 

We are also hoping to run our highly successful All Stars and Dyna-
mos courses again this year for girls and boys ages 5 to 8 and 8 to 11 
respectively. However, we can only do this is we recruit some new 
Helpers. That is where you come in. This is your opportunity to get in-
volved, support your Village cricket club, meet new people, get some 
fresh air and most of all, have fun.  
 

Over the past two years, over sixty boys and girls have taken part in our 
sessions which have introduced them to the game and have given them 
the opportunity to develop their hand-eye coordination, get some fresh 
air and exercise and have lots of fun. The courses have been a great 
success and are a wonderful way to let off steam at the end of the 
week. 
 

As a Helper, you will be under the supervision of our Lead Activators, 
Chris Ball and Matthew Gasser. You do not need to have any experi-
ence or knowledge of cricket (there’s nothing technical involved) and 
full training will be provided. 
 

The sessions will be for just one hour from 5 to 6pm on eight Friday 
evenings through May and June (you even get half term off). You do 
not need to commit to all eight sessions and volunteering at even just 
one or two sessions would help us enormously. 
 

You do not need to be fit, as it is the children who do all the running 
about.  This means that anyone under the age of 99 is eligible. 
Why not come along to give something back and help introduce young-
sters to the sport. By playing cricket, children learn so much more than 
just how to bat or bowl. 
 

For more information, or for an informal chat, please contact our Juniors 
Officer: Stuart Kennedy.    
Tel: 07860 365383. E-mail: svk@3paper.co.uk.  
 

mailto:svk@3paper.co.uk
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Reducing Cancer Barriers  - part of NHS England’s “Help Us, Help 
You” Campaign  
 

Don’t carry the worry of cancer with you.  If something in your body 
doesn’t feel right, contact your GP practice. 
 

We know that many people worry about cancer, but they sometimes 
put off getting checked because they hope the symptoms will go away 
or think they will get bad news.  But finding cancer early makes it more 
treatable and can save lives. 
 

It’s important that if you are worried about a symptom that could be 
cancer, you contact your GP practice.  To rule out cancer, your GP 
may refer you for tests.  Whatever the result, your NHS is here for you. 
Until you find out, you can’t rule it out. 
 

For more information on cancer signs and symptoms visit:   nhs.uk/
cancersymptoms 

 Patient Participation Group   
February Update 2024 

To All my valued customers, 
 

The festive period was extremely busy and post-Christmas 
seems to be similar, hence taking this opportunity, in case I 
don’t see you face to face, to extend my sincere thanks to the 
residents of Rotherwick, Hartley Wespall and Newnham for 
your kind cards, best wishes and thoughtful gifts throughout 
the festive season.  
 

It has been great to see so many new and familiar faces over 
the past year, I do hope residents have had an opportunity to 
spend precious time with family and friends and have been able 
to relax over the holiday period.  
 

It has been my pleasure to serve you for another year and I 
would like to wish all my customers health and happiness for 
the year ahead... keep you and your loved ones safe and I look 
forward to seeing you in 2024!  
 

Mark, The Postman 

http://nhs.uk/cancersymptoms
http://nhs.uk/cancersymptoms
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Taken by Marion Robak around Rotherwick. 
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Thanks to  
Maisey  Pepper, 

For sharing these 
beautiful photos of 
the sunsetting over 

the school. 
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Maisey  Pepper, 
and Ann Bennett 
both captured the 
double rainbow 

over different parts 
of  

Rotherwick before 
Christmas. 
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December  Quiz Answers 
                                                                                                                                                
1. Which country first started the tradition of putting up a Christ-
mas tree? GERMANY 
 

2. Which popular Christmas beverage is also called 'milk punch'? 
EGGNOG 
 

3. How many ghosts show up in A Christmas Carol? FOUR (the 
spirits of Christmas Past, Present and Future, and Jacob Marley) 
 

4. How many gifts are there in the 12 days of Christmas song? 
364 
 

5. In what year was the Queen Elizabeth II's Christmas speech 
first televised? 1957 
 

6. Which film features the song 'Walking in the Air'? 
THE SNOWMAN 
 

7. What were Victorian mince pies made from? MINCED BEEF 
 

8. In which US state would you find the town Santa Claus? 
INDIANA 
 

9. What are the chances of a white Christmas in England? 
a) 1 in 8 b) 1in 10 c) 1 in 12? 1 in 10 
 

10. How do you say Merry Christmas in Spanish? FELIZ NAVIDAD 

Macmillan Nurses 
 

I’m sure you all know of the work they do in support of Cancer Patients 
and their families.   
 
They are always in need of more cash but this doesn’t need to be the 
folding stuff! If you save your old inkjet cartridges they can be recycled 
and Macmillan receives the cash. 
 
The Village Magpies have agreed to take them or just put them in an 
old envelope and pop them through my door “Feldheim” Wedmans 
Lane. 
 
Inkjet cartridges ONLY originals or compatibles. 
 
Many thanks, 
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COUNTY MATTERS – JANUARY 2024 
Councillor Jonathan Glen  

HCC Member for Odiham, Hook & The Western Parishes 
Email: jonathan.glen@hants.gov.uk 

 

Welcome to 2024!  
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DAVID MATTHEWS 
 

Carpentry & Joinery Services 
 
 

  Doors   Custom Made Units 
  Wardrobes Kitchen Design Service 

  Windows  years experience 
 

Tel/Fax: 01256 476207 
 

Email: dfmjoinery@btinternet.com 
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Mylbrook Service Centre Ltd 

    London Road, Hook, RG27 8HZ 
service@mylbrook.co.uk   

   
 

 

All our customers, both new and regular, can expect a friendly and pro-
fessional service where all your servicing and MOT needs will be met. 

Our team of technicians and service staff is headed up by  
Craig, Master Technician. 

Nothing is too much trouble and best of all we offer very competitive 
prices. We aim to fulfil all your vehicles servicing needs for our local 

community and beyond, cars and commercials alike. 
Specialising in Electric vans to fulfil the need for environmentally friendly 

and efficient electric vehicles. 
Just call to book your appointment or you can contact us on 
 

TEL: 01256 769933 
 

You can find us on the A30 between Hook and Hartley Wintney on 
the same site as A30 cars 

 
We look forward to seeing you soon.   

SERVICE & MOT CENTRE 
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Cledwyn Hughes  
Garden Maintenance 

 
Local professional Garden and 
Tree Services: grass cutting / 

regular or one off visits,  
hedge reduction / planting,  

turfing and seeding 
All aspects of Tree work  

(NPTC trained) 
Fencing and fencing repairs 

Both residential and commercial 
(CSCS certificated)  

 
01256 769550 / 07779 498706 

 
51 Carleton Close Hook 

Email: 
hughesmichelle5@sky.com 

C.J. MILES 
 

Farm and Garden Services 
 

Pest Control 
 

Wasp and Hornets Nests  
Destroyed 

 
Rats, Mice and Moles 

 
Fully Insured and Certified 

 
Est. 1990 

 
Colin Miles  

 

Mobile 07774494015 

Spaces available 

After school pick up from 
Whitewater. 

 
Spaces for under 5’s. 

Some holiday cover. 

Please ring for specifics and 
prices. 

mailto:hughesmichelle5@sky.com
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA 
 

Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced, local lady 

who cleans every corner.  
References available upon re-

quest. Tel 07933 316989 
(preferably text) or e-mail  
mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

 

         

Do you want to reach 
the local community? 
 

Advertise your  
business  

here. 
 
For more details and prices, 
email 
rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
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Dog Walking 
Home Boarding 

Dog/Puppy Visits In Your 
Home 

Fully insured, DBS checked 
Licenced by Hart District Council 

Call Melissa 
07900 927599 

muckypupsrotherwick@ 
btinternet.com 

 

Garden Machinery 
 

Servicing and Repairs 
 

All leading makes and models 
 

Rotary Mowers, Ride on Mowers 
Hedge Cutters, Strimmers 
Chain Saws and Blowers 

Collection and delivery Service 
Unused machinery welcomed 

Fully insured 
Competitive prices 

 

Colin Miles 
Farm and Garden Services 
Tel Hook (01256) 761146 

Mobile 07774494015 
Colinmiles99@btinternet.com 

EST. 1990. 

mailto:muckypupsrotherwick@btinternet.com
mailto:muckypupsrotherwick@btinternet.com
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

Hook Surgery    01256 762125 

Hook Care Group    08450 941549  

Whitewater School Mr Glen Golding – Executive Headteacher  

 Mr Steve Moore – Executive Head of School  

           01256 762637 

Rotherwick News Editors Amanda Palmer, Jenny Gordon, Sue Scrutton     

                                                   rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk          

R’wick News Distribution Catherine Bolt   01256 762563 

R’wick P Council Clerk Susan Richardson                                    07792463611   

                                                  clerk@rotherwick.org.uk                                                        

Churchwarden Steve Burridge     rotherwickcw2@btinternet.com 

Cricket Club Tim Culver, Hon Secretary                     07882 406429  

Group Scout Leader Richard Whistler   01256 763118 

Tennis Club Membership Amanda Cook                        amacook73@gmail.com 

Badminton Club Richard Burke, Secretary    01256 761013
 badminton@rjne.co.uk 

Rotherwick Toddler Group       Caroline Brown                      carolinebrown1@me.com  

HCC Councillor for Rotherwick   Jonathan Glen              jonathan.glen@hants.gov.uk. 

Hart North Police (based in Aldershot, non urgent)                       101 

   Hart.North.Police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

Rotherwick Village Hall         Booking Secretary                         secretary@rvh.org.uk 

Your Privacy, Photos and the Rotherwick News  
 

The magazine is distributed to all houses in the village and contains the personal data 
sent in by readers, residents, advertisers, charities, local organisations and members 
of the wider community. The magazine is also published and stored securely on the 
Rotherwick Parish Council website forming an historical archive of village life. If you 
do not want your photos or other personal data to be published on their website 
please contact the Rotherwick News editors at rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk  
 

A note about photos 
It is great to have photos in the Rotherwick News to add interest and bring an article 
to life. A picture paints a thousand words as they say. However, the editors are 
aware that photos are also personal data and as such will take every care to ensure 
that privacy is respected.  
 

Before publishing any photo, the editors will always seek your permission, or in the 
case of children, the permission of the parents before publishing any photos sent in 
by a third party. This will be sought either verbally, by email or text. You may be 
asked to give written permission for the photo to be used. This maybe in the form of 
an affirmative reply to an email or text. It will be assumed that by sending in a photo 
of yourselves, including your children, you are giving permission for it to be published 
in print and online. NB: photos of children are not published in the online version. 
 

For more information on the collection and publication by the magazine of personal 
data, please contact the editors at rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk for a copy of our 
Privacy Policy. 

mailto:carolinebrown1@me.com
mailto:rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk
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Upcoming dates  
 
1st February - 12.30pm village lunch at the Coach & Horses. To book,   

please contact Tony.  
 
1st February - Village Hall AGM at the hall  7pm 
 
23rd March - village litter pick - see page 5 
 
23rd March—Repair café at the village hall  - see page 11 

That would be good to go in the Rotherwick News!” 
 

Thank you… to the people who have contributed to this month’s maga-
zine. Most of the articles are signed by their author but not all. For 
those articles that appear to be “anonymous” the editors would like to 
give a mention  to Dan Pearce for his contribution this month.  
 

Please keep your articles and photos coming—they bring the maga-
zine to life and it is so interesting to see and read about people we all 
know and love.  
 

As always you can send photos and articles to  
rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk by 10th of the month. What could be  
easier? 

Please visit www.rotherwick.org.uk 
for Rotherwick Parish information and sign up for Parish Alerts 

mailto:rotherwicknews@yahoo.co.uk

